VI                                               TO  THE  STUDENT

(a)   Read  the  key-question  slowly  and  carefully,  and
make sure that you understand what it asks you.

(b)   Take a pencil in your hand, and read rapidly the
whole of the section which follows the key-question.     (If
there are any difficult words or phrases in the section, which
you cannot understand in your first reading do not bother
about them now.    Do not look up any 'meanings' at this
stage, but underline the difficult words with your pencil.)

(c)   When you have finished reading the whole section
once,   rapidly,   see  if  you   can  give  an   answer   (in  your
mind,  not in writing)   to  the key-question.    The answer
to the \ey-question can be found somewhere in the section.
Probably you will be able to find it immediately. If not, read
the section quickly again.    You are almost sure to find the
answer  this  time.     The answer to  the   key-question   will
give you the main idea of the section.

(The main idea is what you really-need, and in getting
that it is quite likely that the meanings of some of the
words you underlined may become clear from the context.
But if there are still some parts which you cannot under-
stand, you can look up the difficult words in a dictionary,
and read those parts again. This may be done by the more
advanced students: I think it is enough for an ordinary
student if he grasps the answers to the key-questions only.)

The third use of the key-questions is for revision. You
will find them very useful for this. If you can answer all
the key-questions, it will prove that you have a fairly good
knowledge of the subject-matter of the book. At the end
of each chapter there are also some general questions and
exercises of the kind that you might expect to be asked in
examinations. A few of the questions, marked *, are
intended for the more advanced students only, and also for
those who are reading this book not simply as a textbook
but to enjoy it and to help them to think for themselves.

Lives of great men all remind us
We can ma\e our lives sublime,
And, departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of Time.